Foundation for Anachronistic Chiropractic
Pseudo-Religion

A friend recently sent me an email from
the Foundation for Vertebral Subluxation
(FVS). They say that they are: “Dedicat-
ed to the Founding Principles & Tenets of
the Chiropractic Profession”

This is an attempt to revise the history
of chiropractic to suggest that there
was stagnate set of principles the some
people today are trying to change. The
founder of chiropractic, D.D. Palmer
changed his theory about what chiro-
practic was three times over the seven
years he wrote about chiropractic. (1)
Some outside chiropractic like to point
out that D.D. wasn’t an M.D. or universi-
ty educated. This is absolutely true, how-
ever, the evidence is clear that D.D. was
well read and up-to-date when it comes
to medical knowledge of his day. (2, 3)

If D.D. could change his theory three
times then why on earth would the chi-
ropractic profession want to pick one
of D.D.’s or his son’s theories and etch
them in stone? That is dogma that has no
place in modern health care or modern
chiropractic.

The Dalai Lama was once asked what
Tibetan Buddhism would do if it was
shown conclusively that there is no rein-
carnation, a central tenet of Tibetan Bud-
dhism. His response, “Tibetan Buddhism
will have to change.”

Given that D.D. was “in to” the litera-
ture, (3) | am comfortable with saying |
am a loyal chiropractor and will not bow
to one of those four theories of chiro-
practic D.D. had. Today’s chiropractor
has the duty to follow in DD’s footsteps
and rethink chiropractic as the science
dictates. | know that some sell to their
patients that they do chiropractic as it
was done in the past and actually get
some people to think that practicing chi-
ropractic as they think it was practiced
50 or 100 years ago is better than making
appropriate changes when the scientific
evidence suggests that there is a better
way.

I’'m sure expressed this way, that most
people would say, “gee do | really want
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to go to a chiropractor whose methods
are from the early 20th century?” | think
not. | mean who would go to any profes-
sional and say, “please do not be up-to-
date™?

The Foundation for Vertebral Sublux-
ation wants to preserve a term, sublux-
ation, that D.D. didn’t use until after the
trial of Shegatoro Morikubo for practic-
ing medicine, surgery and osteopathy
without a license in LaCrosse WI.(4) Sub-
luxation and innate intelligence were first
used by Smith et al in the first textbook
on chiropractic Modernized Chiropractic

(5)

Many in chiropractic never learned the
origin of the pseudo-religion or chi-
ropractic philosophy. (6, 7, 8). It was
nothing more than a legal tactic used in
Morikubo’s case. After Tom Morris, Mor-
ikubo’s attorney got the medicine and
surgery charges dropped, the tactic was
to say that chiropractic and osteopathy
had different philosophies and therefore
Morikubo wasn’t practicing osteopathy.
In some ways it is unfortunate, because
this was successful and then BJ etched
into stone “chiropractic philosophy”. (4)

The late Dr. Joe Keating wrote two ar-
ticles about Morris that are available on-
line

Tom Morris, Defender of Chiropractic
Part | & Part Il

[ love this photo. it is of B] Palmer’s rehab
facility at the Palmer School of Chiro-
practic c1945. (BJ’s signature is on each
of the rugs)
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What this shows is that even B] Palmer
wasn't so pure and straight as he “mixed”
using rehab. The FVS wants to live today
in a chiropractic past that did not actually
exist. Their revised chiropractic history
is a pseudo-religion that has no place in
today’s chiropractic beyond a class in the
history of the profession. It is about as
relevant to dealing with the needs of to-
day’s patient as sulfa drugs and mercury
are for the medical profession.
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The views and opinions of the author
do not necessarily reflect the views and
opinions or the official policy of the New
York State Chiropractic Association.

The link on use of
internet coupons

An advisory notice regarding the
use of internet coupons has just
been posted on the Office of the
Professions home page:
http://www.op.nysed.gov/ and in the
Chiropractic practice alerts:
http://www.op.nysed.gov/prof/chiro/
chiroalertcoupons.htm.




